Work on the existing built environment: 
how do architects approach this market?

In France, one has to contract with an architect for any new construction over 170m2; but there is no obligation to appeal to an architect for work on existing constructions. Nowadays, requirements regarding sustainable development lead governmental authorities to require from owners important works on existing buildings to improve their energy efficiency. French architects are not much involved at that time on these markets, however those works can have an important impact on architectural quality, and represent, economically speaking, a large potential. To play a role in these fields, architects must be better identified by the public, adapt their offer and maybe propose different types of intervention. We think it would be helpful to have an overview of the situation in other European countries, and to know how architects deal with those questions.
In your country, what is the percentage breakdown of architects' work between new-build projects and projects involving the existing built environment?

How has this breakdown changed in recent years with growing demand for improved energy efficiency?

In your country, do architects work directly with private owners or co-owners for small improvement projects on existing buildings (housing, shops and businesses, small-scale workplaces)?

If not, why not? Who meets this demand?

If yes, are there, in your country, different types of architectural assignments (i.e. other than that of prime contractor) to address this demand? If yes, please specify (consultancy, specification only, diagnosis of the existing situation, monitoring of co-ownership projects, maintenance, etc.).

Are these assignments seen as a speciality or are they part of every architect's standard expertise? 

Do you think this type of assignment represents a market for architects in your country? 

Do architects in your country think that their involvement in this type of assignment is useful for society? Do they think that they are trained for that in architecture schools?

As a professional body, have you taken action on these subjects in recent years, and if so, in what way?

In France, the Code of Professional Conduct does not allow an architect to sign a contract with a company, even for maintenance work. What do you think of this, given the situation of the existing low-density built environment?

In your country, is it possible to obtain from the Order of Architects a list of professionals with a specific expertise (recognised by a title or a training course) based near the prospective client's home or simply willing to undertake a particular type of assignment (building upkeep or the modernisation of its energy systems, for example)?
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