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Take part in the next Wonderland exhibition!

Wonderland is proud to present its new project “Making Competitions – 99 models, 99 stories”. The project’s ambition is to provide a comprehensive overview on European architectural design contests, focusing on the role they play for architectural practices.

An exhibition in June 2009 in Architekturzentrum Wien (Az W) in Austria will be the showcase of the research on the topic, accompanied by 99 winning stories. Success or scandal, the rise of your office or the take-over of a concurrent one – if you have a prize-winning competition and a story to tell, the questionnaire below is your entry to exhibit!

Beside individual stories, a selection of physical models will depict the experimental, innovative thinking of architectural competitions – make sure to send us the photos of the model with your application to be in the few selected!

How is the application process set up?

The exhibition will be comprised of three distinctive parts: competition systems Europe-wide – 99 individual stories – a selection of projects with models. 

The questionnaire below serves both as entry to the exhibition and as statistical source to complete the first part of the exhibition. The 99 participants will be chosen according to their stories. The selection of projects will be juried with the additional look on the quality of the models and the architectural design – to be part of the selected, you also have to agree to provide us with the physical model of your project later on.

We are mainly looking for successful stories where a certain architectural competition helped to give rise to the architectural office.

The questionnaire below is organised around four different themes:

1. your practice in short 2. your general strategies in working with competitions 3. the story & statistics of the most important competition of your practice – this is the project you want to have exhibited 4. your personal opinion on how design contests effect the architectural practice.

How to apply?

Send us the following material:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 publishable photo of the competition model (physical model) – size A4, 300 dpi

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 publishable photo of the realized building (if relevant) – size A4, 300 dpi

	Please specify the name of the photographer and if copyright needs to be indicated

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 significant drawing of your choice illustrating the project – size A3, format: pdf

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	this questionnaire filled in


Where to send your application?

	via email to:
	competition@wonderland.cx

	via fax:
	+43 1 817 7830


For more information send us an email to the above address or simply ask at Skype: wonderlandsurvey 

Deadline to submit: 10th April 2009 24:00 

1 
About your office

	Name of office:

	     


	Office founded in:
	     

	Location of office (city, country):
	     

	
	

	Number of partners:
	     

	Number of co-workers:
	     

	Average age of architects in your office:
	     

	
	

	Website
	     

	Email
	     

	Phone Nr.
	     


2 
Competition strategies of your office – in general
Directions

	How would you select which competition to enter? (1=least 5=most important criteria)

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	the reward for the 1st prize
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	the amount for the lowest prize
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	calculating whether the hours of work / Nr. of people / size of project are in correlation with the reward offered 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	the composition of the jury
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	knowing the location
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	excitement of a new location
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	the theme of the competition is my field of speciality
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	the theme of the competition is challenging
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	the significance of the competition in the public realm
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	with less importance but surer to win
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	national where conditions are known to me 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	international for experimenting
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Do you have a special system set up for competitions in the followings?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	a team / certain co-workers inside the office for competitions

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	outsourcing the rendering

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	outsourcing the building of physical models

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	a special file-system for competitions

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other, please specify: 
	     


	How do physical models help you along a competition design project?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	they serve as working tool, constantly checking our ideas

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I like experimenting with new model building techniques

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	I like experimenting with surprising materials for a model

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	models are not really necessary to win competitions

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	physical model is only an end product, a must for the presentation


Statistics

	Number of competitions done last year:
	     

	Total number of competitions done: 

(since the founding of the office or year of reference:      )
	     

	Total number of prizes won:
	    1st
	    2nd
	    3rd

	




	    honourable mention


	Number of buildings realized so far:
	    thanks to competitions

	

	    via direct commission


	Number of competitions won but never built:
	    

	Out of which:
	    open procedure

	
	    restricted procedure (invited)


	Number of competitions finally designed & built by another office:
	   

	(the reason was:       )


	How many working hours do you spend on competitions a year?
	     

	Would you say that your office basically lives off of competitions?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no


3 
The competition that “changed your life”

Name of the competition

	     


About the brief

	Name of the client: 
	     

	Date of competition result:
	     


	The client was a 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	regional / local authority
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Europan

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	federal / national authority
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	private investor

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	public institution
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other:
	     


	Was it a competition in the same country as your office?

If not, have you had working experience in that country?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no


	Was it a national or an international competition?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	national

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	international

	If international, was the brief translated into other language else than the native?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no


	What were the minimum requirements to enter the competition?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	there were no requirements

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	to be an architecture student

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	a certain age limit (e.g. aimed at young architects)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	prequalification was held on a basis of a general portfolio

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	a portfolio of similar building types had to be presented

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	requirements were set in relation with the revenues of the architecture office

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other:
	     


	Type of the design contest was:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	ideas competition 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	two stages competition

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	project competition
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	pre-selection

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	tendering 
	
	


	The design contest was run under:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	open procedure

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
	restricted procedure (invited competition)


	Domain of the project: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	urban design
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	government building

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	healthcare 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	residential 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	education 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	office 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	cultural
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	service industry

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	commercial or retail 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other : 
	     


	Size of the project in m2 :
	     


About the teamwork

	Was it in collaboration with other studios? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	If so, how many:
	     


	Was there a need to work with consultants from other fields? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	If so, how many offices?
	     


	Consultants were asked from the fields of

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	urban design 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	transportation engineering

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	landscape design
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	mechanical engineering

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	structural engineering
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other:
	


	Number of people worked on the project

	   
	in the office team

	   
	in the collaborating office team(s)

	   
	at the consultants


	Estimated number of hours spent on the competition

	     
	in the office team

	     
	in the collaborating office team

	     
	at the consultants


Success of the project

	Competition prize:



	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 1st
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 2nd
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 3rd

	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 honourable mention

	The amount of the prize won was:
	      €


	What did you gain thanks to this competition result?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	new clients / commissions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	new material for exhibition

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	media attention
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	another project on the shelf…

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	more acknowledgement in the profession
	
	


	Was the success of the competition the reason to establish your office?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no


Realization of the winning project

	Status of the project at the moment

(with a regard on what was asked in the brief and what is later commissioned)

	
	Promised in the brief
	Actually commissioned
	Commission foreseen (not yet engaged)

	Preliminary design
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Definitive design
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Executive design
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Tendering
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	On hold
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	Cancelled
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	Has the building finally got realised?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	If not, why?
	     


	How much time passed between the announcement of the competition results and the signing of the contract?
	     months

	How much time passed between the entering into the contract and the realization of the building?
	     months

	Total construction budget of the investment?

(excluding fees and taxes)
	      €


The Story 

Tell us your story on how this competition in particular changed your architectural practice. (max. 2000 characters)
	     


4 
Your personal opinion on the system of design contests

Your personal view

I find design contests in general an appropriate tool for architectural practice, since they:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	stimulate the architectural thinking and criticism in the general practice
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yield a better design quality for the project than without competition

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	are the best platform to test new ideas
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	offer good opportunities to obtain new commissions

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	hold the opportunity for any offices to become well-known
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	are the shortest way to become well-known

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other:
	     



I find design contests a problematic tool for architectural practice, as:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	the prizes do not correlate to the amount of work required
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	there is no guarantee for the copyright of your idea

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	they are a loss of energy, our office would rather rely on direct contact with the clients
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	most of the results are already pre-arranged

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	projects usually do not get built
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	they are slowing down the otherwise faster building processes

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other: 
	     


Where do you see the benefit of competitions for individual architectural practices?

(1=least  5=most true):

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	in gaining new clients / commissions
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	they yield media attention
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	more acknowledgement in the profession
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	obtaining new material for exhibition
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	not more than another project on the shelf…
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	other:
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Observations in your country of practice

(concerning the last 5 years)

	What improvements have the EU system of architectural design contests brought to your country?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	the quality of architectural designs has generally evolved
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	more cooperation between architecture offices

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	they have stimulated architectural discussion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	developments have become more transparent towards the public 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	more international competitors, more international attention
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	there’s a general rise of public interest towards architectural design

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	more opportunities for young offices to emerge
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	they did not bring any improvements

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other: 
	     


	Would you say that competitions are preferred in your country?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes, there is a large number of design contests every year

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes but only on a national level

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no, clients prefer to avoid them


	Have you personally experienced cases when the client finally commissioned participants other than the winner? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	If so, how many cases?
	     


	This was because… 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	of the lobby of other teams

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	of complications on the part of the winning architects

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	the client withdrew

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other: 
	     


	In case of projects not being realised, it is mostly the fault of: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	strict authorities & their regulation constraints

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	the investor renounces due to financial reasons

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	the inflexibility of the architect to cooperate

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	too expensive design

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other: 
	     


	Have you heard about cases when the result of the competition was explicitly arranged?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	If so, how many cases?
	     


Design contests as the platform of new ideas

	Would you say...

	... that you do competitions since design contests are less bounded than direct commissions?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	... that competitions are the best tool available for an architect to experiment?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	…that clients favour new, daring ideas?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	…that clients only look for iconic building designs?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no

	... that you do competitions in hope for breaking through or earn fame?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no


5 
the model for the exhibition

	Would you like to have the physical model of your winning competition exhibited?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	no


In case you want your model to be part of the exhibition, please answer the following:

	Size of the model:
	      cm *       cm *       cm

	Weight of the model:
	      kg


Thank you for your time!
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